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Daughter to Secure what Came. I have been also told he
would Dictate many, perhaps 40 Lines as it were in a
Breath, and then reduce them to half the Number.

60.

ABRAHAM   COWLEY.

Born 1618.   Died 1667.

Of My felf.

It is a hard and nice Subject for a man to write of him-
self, it grates his own heart to say any thing of disparage-

10 ment, and the Readers Eares to hear any thing of praise
from him. There is no danger from me of offending him
in this kind ; neither my Mind, nor my Body, nor my
Fortune, allow me any materials for that Vanity. It is
sufficient, for my own contentment, that they have pre-
served me from being scandalous, or remarkable on the
defective side. But besides that, I shall here speak of my-
self, only in relation to the subject of these precedent dis-
courses, and shall be likelier thereby to fall into the con-
tempt, then rise up to the estimation of most people. As

20 far as my Memory can return back into my past Life,
before I knew, or was capable of guessing what the world,
or glories, or business of it were, the natural affections of
my soul gave me a secret bent of aversion from them, as
some Plants are said to turn away from others, by an Anti-
pathy imperceptible to themselves, and inscrutable to
mans understanding. Even when I was a very young Boy